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PRESIDENT’s MESSAGE    A. Douglas Arnold 
 

I hope that everyone is well and staying safe. It certainly appears that this COVID 19 VIRUS is going to be around 

for a long time, and it is important that everyone do everything they can to protect each other. The executive met 

on July 21st to discuss the reopening of the Wing and with the above in mind, the decision was made 

that the Wing will remain closed until at least September 1st as the executive felt that the Wing 

could not be opened safely at this time. This was not an easy decision for the executive to make 

realizing that there are some members who would like to be able to drop into the Wing, However, 

the executive felt they could not in good conscience open the Wing and risk anyone becoming ill. 

The executive will meet again prior to September 1st and assess the situation at that time and everyone is hopeful 

that this will be the date the 404 Wing will open with all the necessary safety guidelines in place. 
 

The Senior Executive has been meeting regularly during the shutdown, to ensure that the Wing business is 

overseen. Some of the issues have been ensuring bills are paid, there have been a couple of security issues when 

someone broke into the 404 Wing and Canoe Club storage sheds, working on a plan to safely reopen the Wing, 

working with city officials regarding city concerns,  interactions and communications with National and Regional 

groups, to name a few. The Senior Executive will continue to meet and the whole executive will meet, as 

necessary. I especially want to extend my thanks and the thanks of the Wing to Larry Allenson who visits the 

Wing often to check that there are no problems, and this also meets with the insurance requirements. 
 

We have lost a few 404 Wing MEMBERS and 404 Wing Auxiliary members since the Wing has been closed due 

to this awful virus, and our thoughts and prayers go out to their families, it is so unfortunate that we cannot pay 

our respects in person at this time, however please know that we are thinking of you at this trying time. Please 

see the list of those who have passed in this newsletter. 
 

Please continue to stay safe and be assured that as soon as your executive is confident that the Wing can be 

reopened in a safe manner and in compliance with the Provincial and City guidelines it will be. Your executive 

is as anxious to reopen the Wing to the membership as the membership is to see it reopened.   

 

Doug Arnold 

Per Ardua Ad Astra 

 
CALENDAR of potential meetings 
 

August 1-31, 2020 – closed 
 

September 3, 2020 – General Meeting at 2:00 pm [note change of time] 
September 16, 2020 – Ladies Auxiliary meeting at 2:00 pm 
 

Meetings are subject to change due to COVID requirements. Every 
effort will be made to notify members of any last minute changes.  All 
other Wing events remain on hold till further notice.  
 
PLEASE NOTE: A member must register in advance of a meeting to 
confirm if sufficient space is available. This is due to ‘social 
distancing’ requirements during the COVID-19 situation.  
Phone 519-884-1272 or email airmail@404wing.ca  

404 K-W WING, R.C.A.F.A.  510 DUTTON DRIVE, WATERLOO, ON  N2L 4C6 

Phone: 519-884-1272  Internet: www.404wing.ca  Email: airmail@404wing.ca 

 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE 
 

This is a condensed 

issue of the bi-monthly 

newsletter.  

 

Due to the COVID-19 

pandemic, the 404 K-

W Wing, RCAFA will 

remain closed until 

September 1st.  

 

D. Kuehl, editor 

mailto:airmail@404wing.ca
http://www.404wing.ca/
mailto:airmail@404wing.ca
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LAST POST 
 

Bev Rylott passed away peacefully, at 

home, surrounded by the love of her 

family on June 2, 2020, at the age of 90. 

A celebration of life will be held at a 

future date.  Bev was the Immediate Past 

President of the Ladies Auxiliary and 

had served several terms as President. 

She volunteered on many committees at 

the 404 K-W Wing and will be greatly missed.  
 

Howard Dessler passed away May 26, 

2020 at age 89.  He was a faithful 

member and served on the Wing 

Executive Council.  He was a dedicated 

volunteer for the Wing and in the greater 

Waterloo community. He will be greatly 

missed. 

 

Madeline Agnes Heughan passed away 

peacefully on May 17, 2020, in her 95th 

year. She and her late husband (W. 

Gordon Heughan) were both long time 

Regular Members of 404 K-W Wing.  

Madeline served as a nursing sister in 

the R.C.A.F. from 1957 to 1961 in Germany and in 

Quebec.  She was an honorary member of the Ladies 

Auxiliary.  She will be missed. 
 

Corneilius (Casey) de Boer passed away 

April 27, 2020 at age 89. Born in 

Holland, his family immigrated to 

Canada in 1949. He was “always a proud 

member of 404 Wing” and was a 

Regular Member for 35 years.  

 

Two former members of the Wing and both RCAF veterans passed away.  Alan Charters passed away April 26, 2020 at 

the age of 91.  John Louis “Jack” Hannenberg passed on May 14, 2020 at the age of 94 years.  

Our condolences and sympathies to all the families. 
 

 

LADIES AUXILIARY    Donna Kuehl, President  
 

It is difficult to plan ahead at this time as the coronavirus is still here. While we must remain vigilant, there are 

some things we can do. Your executive will be meeting in August to review possible activities for the upcoming 

year. Refunds from the cancelled theatre trip last May are underway.  We hope to hold a social meeting on Sept 

16th. Our faithful telephone ladies will be calling you in September to confirm. 
 

In June, we lost one of our hardest working and most ardent supporters of the Ladies Auxiliary and the 404 Wing. 

Bev Rylott served three terms, dedicating 6 years as President, and further service in her terms as Past President 

and her committee work. Bev was fearless in her desire for positive change and lead and/or promoted the 

implementation of many improvements. Her leadership, guidance and understanding will be missed.   
 

Our Friday Lunches are not possible at this time of semi-isolation. I realize that many of you sorely miss this 

weekly social event at the Wing. On a sad note, one of our regular lunch guests, Agnes Gillick, passed away July 

31st and we will miss her thoughtful ways. 
 

     Not Everything is Cancelled  

     Sunshine isn't cancelled 
     Spring isn't cancelled 
     Love isn't cancelled 
     Relationships aren't cancelled 
     Reading isn't cancelled 
     Naps aren't cancelled 
     Devotion isn't cancelled 
     Music isn't cancelled 
     Dancing isn't cancelled 

Imagination isn't cancelled 
Kindness isn't cancelled 
Conversation isn't cancelled 
HOPE isn't cancelled 
 

and a remark to add ... 
FRIENDS Aren't Cancelled 
 
Keep Looking Up

 

Thank you for all the well wishes to my husband, Garry, during this trying time; your thoughtfulness is 

appreciated.  Please keep in touch by phone (519-744-3146) or email (adeline@sympatico.ca). I’m looking 

forward to getting together with you at the Wing.  Please keep safe, wear your mask and stay well.      

mailto:adeline@sympatico.ca
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
 

 

The Battle of Britain – 80th Anniversary 
 

The annual commemoration of the Battle of Britain is September 13, 2020.  While there is no parade 
or reception for veterans for this special 80th anniversary year, the 404 Wing executive is hopeful that 
a brief memorial tribute at the Waterloo cenotaph can be held by a few members to honour this 
significant and historical event that occurred during WWII.    
 

   
Above left:  The Hawker Hurricane was one of the main fighters flown by Canadian and Allied 
airmen in the Battle of Britain.     
 

Above Right:  Three Spitfires with RCAF markings visible, flying over France. (RCAF 414 Photo 
Squadron, courtesy Jack Ford). 

 

MEMBERSHIP    

Renewal notices for 2020-2021 annual dues were mailed or emailed. Members were asked to renew their 

membership and pay their membership by July 31st. Canada Post is still delivering mail to the 404 Wing if 

you wish to mail your membership. Your support is vital.   
 

The well-being of our members is important. Padre, Bruce Sweet, is available for phone calls or a ‘virtual 

visit’. Don't hesitate to connect.  519-579-8483   brucesweet4@gmail.com 
 

BAR 

Provincial and Federal requirements have been reviewed and social distancing decals are already in place for 

bar service.  And, a Plexiglas shield has been installed as a further safety measure. 
 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING and ELECTION   

Due to emergency measures during the COVID-19 pandemic, the annual election for fiscal 2020-21 is deferred 

until further notice. The current Wing Executive will continue until an election can take place. Members will 

be notified of the new date for the Annual General Meeting in due course.   
 

AIR CADETS    
Tiffany Freer, Commanding Officer, 530 Havoc Squadron, RCAC: it looks like squadron activity may remain 

virtual for the time being, due to COVID-19 disruption.   

 

 
 

 

https://thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/battle-britain
https://thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/battle-britain
mailto:brucesweet4@gmail.com
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PADRE’S CORNER    Dr. Bruce Sweet 
 

Hi all.  Hope you have been well and safe.  I was asked to submit an article for August and September 
so I did some research on important days and dates for these months. Well, I found several lists (made 
in jest I hope) and I share some excerpts below. Following these, and more seriously, I've included 
something about both Labour Day and the 80th anniversary of the Battle of Britain.  Here we go. 
 

August 1 International Hangover Day - (I'm sure this one does not apply to any of us.) 
August 7 International Beer Day - (Nor this one.) 
August 19 National Potato Day - (Possibly this one.) 
August 21 Senior Citizen's Day - (Definitely this one.) 
August 29 International Bacon Day - (Certainly this one.) 
August Week 4 Be Kind to Humankind Week - (most definitely this one.) 
 

Labour Day 2020 – Monday, September 7 
 

In Canada, the April 14, 1872 parade by over 10,000 striking Toronto Typographical Union members 
and their supporters (a tenth of the Toronto population at that time), is known as one of the key events 
that led to the creation of Labour Day. After the arrest of the leaders of the Typographical Union, seven 
unions in Ottawa marched in protest on September 3, 1872. 
Every spring thereafter, labour unions paraded to commemorate the Toronto parade. The idea took 
hold and unions were holding annual parades to celebrate workers’ rights in cities across the country. 

 
This year also marks the 80th anniversary of the Battle of Britain which took place between July and 
October 1940. The 15 September 1940 was officially named Battle of Britain Day as it was the day 
when RAF Fighter Command claimed what proved to be a decisive victory over the German Luftwaffe. 
 

OUR WALL 
 

Here inscribed the names of friends we knew, 
Young men with whom we often flew. 
Scrambled to many angels high,  
They knew that they or friends might die.  
Many were very scarcely trained,  
And many badly burnt or maimed.  
Behind each name a story lies  
Of bravery in summer skies;  
Though many brave unwritten tales  
Were simply told in vapour trails.  
Many now lie in sacred graves  
And many rest beneath the waves.  
Outnumbered every day they flew,  

Remembered here as just 'The Few'.   
 

by British pilot, Flt Lt William Walker, written in memory of those who lost their lives in the Battle. The 
poem is inscribed on the Memorial Wall at Capel-Le-Ferne (near the white cliffs of Dover).  


